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RAMPUP MKE i BRADFORD BEACH!

@abilitycenterwi @CountyParks @BradfordBeach
@ChrisSAbele @GrMKEFdn @ReeveFoudation

Welcome to Bradford Beach — the country’s most
accessible beach! The Beach is now open to
everyBODY thanks to the collaborative effort between
The Ability Center and the Milwaukee County Parks
and funded by the generosity of the Milwaukee County
Parks, Chris Abele, the Greater Milwaukee
Foundation, the Christopher and Dana Reeve
Foundation, the Milwaukee County Commission for
Persons with Disabilities, Miron Construction,
raSmith, and over a hundred individual donors.

The Ability Center’s ° T H E

plan to RampUp:
R

Bradford Beach
Play together.

began in 2015, as
the first of several
RampUp: Universal
Community Projects
undertaken between The Ability Center and Milwaukee
County Parks. At that time, The Ability Center
purchased and placed three accessible beach
wheelchairs at Bradford Beach. We left Bradford Beach
on that hot August day in 2015 promising to create an
accessible beach path between the Oak Leaf Trail and
the water’'s edge. Thanks to YOU we’ve finally delivered
on our promise. In June of 2019, Damian Buchman,
Executive Director of The Ability Center, shook hands
with Guy Smith, Executive Director of the Milwaukee
County Parks, to kick-off a $100,000 fundraising effort to
make the RampUp: Bradford Beach project a reality.
The Parks made a generous donation to start the
fundraising effort along with a personal donation by
Chris Abele, Milwaukee County Executive at the time.
Other significant donations were made to the project by
the Greater Milwaukee Foundation and the Milwaukee
County Commission for Persons with Disabilities. Many
thanks to Tim Ochnikowski, Director of the Milwaukee
County Office of Persons with Disabilities, for all his
tireless efforts supporting the RampUp: Universal
Community Projects. The Ability Center also applied for
a Quiality of Life Grant from the Christopher and Dana
Reeve Foundation, to fund the purchase of the Mobi-
Mats and additional beach wheelchairs, and the
organization was excited to be awarded the grant in
May.

Construction on the project started on July 9 and
pictures of the construction progress were posted on
The Ability Center’s Facebook page. Many people
viewed the pages and posted wonderful comments
about what it will mean when the beach is accessible.
Here are some of those comments:

“l can’t wait to take my kiddo to the beach. This
was never really possible for her due to her wheelchair!
So excited!”

“Can’t wait to take our son down to the beach!
He loves the beach but can’t go because he’s in a
wheelchair. This is awesome. Can’t even begin to
express how much this means to him. | don’t think most
people understand the importance of people with
disabilities to be able to do things they used to love
before becoming disabled. THANK YOU!”

“This is amazing and I’'m so excited. My elderly
father grew up going to Bradford beach. He's now in a
wheelchair and only able to be wheeled around on the
sidewalk by the beach. He will be so happy when I'm
able to take him all the way down to the water. Thank
you so much for this!”

The dream to create a fully accessible beach became
reality on July 24, 2020 when the ribbon was cut to open
the beach for everyBODY! The ribbon cutting was just in
time to celebrate the 30" Anniversary of the signing of
the American’s with Disabilities Act on July 26, 2020.

The accessible path starts with a concrete plaza right off
the concrete plaza and pathway right off the Oak Leaf
Trail and just south of the crosswalk at Lincoln Memorial
Drive. Mobi-Mats (seasonal beach access mats) are
attached to the end of the pathway allowing visitors to go
right to beautiful Lake Michigan’s water’s edge.
AnyBODY can use the pathway and Mobi-Mats and if
visitors do not need a smooth and gently sloping surface
to get to the water, they can use the stairs that will be on
the opposite end of the plaza. Visitors can also check
out one of the accessible beach wheelchairs to further
explore the beach or even take the chairs right into the
water!

Later in the season the landscaping will be completed
around the plaza and pathway to protect and stabilize
the sand. The final touch will be the placement of the
plague commemorating the event that will read as
follows:

In recognition of the 30th Anniversary of the
American's With Disabilities Act,

The Ability Center and the Milwaukee County Parks
are proud to provide the nation's most inclusive
beach.

This unigue and universal beach entrance was made
possible through the generosity of:

Milwaukee County Parks
Chris Abele
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Christopher and Dana Reeve Foundation
Milwaukee County Commission for Persons with
Disabilities
Miron Construction
raSmith
and hundreds of individual donors
Thank you to the Greater Milwaukee Community for
providing the opportunity for everyBODY to Play
Together!

July 26, 2020
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BEACH WHEELCHAIRS FOR USE!
@BradfordBeach @abilitycenterwi

Beach wheelchairs are
back at Milwaukee
County’s Bradford
Beach from now until
Labor Day. Persons
with disabilities can use
the beach wheelchairs
for FREE. You can access a beach wheelchair by going
to a Tiki Hut on the beach or by calling 414-215-9830.

Enjoy a video about the beach wheelchairs.

HAND-CYCLES FOR USE!

@wheelfunrentals @abilitycenterwi

Hand-cycles are
available for use or
rent from Wheel Fun
Rentals at Milwaukee
County Veteran’s
Park from now until
Labor Day. Persons
with disabilities can
use the hand-cycles
for FREE. Head
down to Veteran’s Park and enjoy a bike ride along the
lake. It's also a great way to get an upper-body workout.
Everyone wins!
http://wheelfunrentals.com/wi/milwaukee/veterans-park-
south/

Enjoy a video about the hand-cycles.

ACCESSIBLE ACTIVITIES,
ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT &
MORE!

Get access to information about accessible
activities (baseball, basketball, biking, fishing,
skating, skiing, swimming, Etc.), adaptive
equipment that you can use (beach
wheelchairs, hand-cycles, golf carts, ice sleds),
recreation program providers, and much more recreation
information by going to the OPD Recreation webpage.

NEW ACCESSIBLE PIER AT WEHR
NATURE CENTER

@wehrnature

There might be a pandemic happening but that hasn’t
stopped progress at Wehr. Over the last five months our
new pier was installed, and it is beautiful! Thanks to the
generous donation from the Estate of Richard Nason, a
long time Camera Club member, Wehr has a new, much
improved “Forever Pier.” It provides twice the space,
more seating, and storage space when needed. Forever
Piers has worked with us for over a year to get a design
and to complete construction. Installing a permanent pier
is quite a process. First, the old pier came out in
February while the lake was still frozen. The always
frugal and recycling conscious boardwalk team, headed
by Rich Sterle, re-purposed all of the old pier into new
boardwalk sections on the golf course side of the creek
below the waterfall. While the lake was still frozen, the
metal bases _

were
installed.
Then came
the spring
rains and
flooding so
we had to
wait for the
water to
recede
before it
could be
finished.

Finally, after Memorial Day the decking was installed.
Then a week later the benches and corner table were
put in. Two parts remain but these pieces do not impact
general population usage. A special bench system is
being deigned to allow wheelchair access to dipping in
the water for students on field trips. We hope to have
them ready to go by the end of July. A unique design
part will be the creation of a shade awning system that
can be used when shade is required. This covering
would not be left up but rather put up, kind of like a pop-
up tent, to provide shade during a specific program. This
special part is being funded by a Helen Bader
Foundation SPARK grant as part of our new series of
program for people with memory loss that hopefully will
begin this fall.

Come and enjoy sitting at the new pier. It is the perfect
spot to sit and relax, meditate, or just watch wildlife.

Wehr Nature Center, 9701 W. College Ave, Franklin WI
53132.
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LIFE NAVIGATORS @LifeNavoOrg

Life Navigators Coffee Connections
Join us for a
Futures Planning
Roundtable. Are
you a parent or
family member of an adult with a developmental
disability and looking for connections to other caregivers
in the community?

A
<=1 » LIFE NAVIGATORS

Your Disability Partner esT.1949

This monthly group will offer peer support for caregivers
age 60 or older and explore topics related to futures
planning and long-term care options.

Who: Aging Caregivers and Family
Date & Time: Tuesday, August 11, 10am — 11:30am

Location: This month’s meeting will take place virtually
through a Zoom video conference call.

RSVP: To learn more information and to RSVP, call
Megan at 414-774-6255 or email her at
megan@lifenavigators.org.

EMPLOYMENT STATS!

@BLS_gov GO0,
5 2
o 7.
The June 2020 Bureau of Labor 2 = =
Statistics report: Y o W
2% W&

Labor Force Participation Rate
Persons w/ disabilities = 34.4% (+1.5%) (33.9%, ‘19)
Persons w/ no disabilities = 76.2% (-2.1%) (77.8%, '19)

Employment — Population Ratio
Persons w/ disabilities = 28.4% (-8.8%) (31.0%, ‘19)
Persons w/ no disabilities = 67.7% (-9.6%) (74.9%, ’19)

See the current report here:
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.t06.htm

2020 WIL-O-WAY
KEY CARD!

Don’t forget to renew your Wil-

O-Way Key Card membership.

The 2020 application is

attached to this newsletter or

you can get the application on the OPD Recreation

webpage.

ENGINE AND TRANSMISSION
EXCHANGE (ETE)

@etereman

Engine and Transmission Exchange
(ETE) locations offer all types of
mechanical repairs and vehicle
maintenance on almost any type of
mobility equipped vehicles.

PERFORMANCE

Our talented and experienced technicians can check
your vehicle's engine for defects that may be causing a
reduction in performance.

ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSIS

Electrical faults can result in performance issues or
make your engine inoperable. Our team can diagnose
electrical faults and recommend solutions.

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE

It is recommended that you have maintenance
performed on your vehicle's engine every 30K miles to
prevent damage and keep performance consistent.

HEATING & COOLING

ETE can diagnose and service your vehicle's A/C and
cooling systems, including belt, hose, and filter
replacements.

ENGINE REPLACEMENT

ETE's technicians can perform the work to replace a
damaged or inoperative engine in your vehicle to restore
its functionality.

TRANSMISSION

ETE can provide transmission services including
replacement, sales, or complete transmission service
repairs.

Milwaukee: 2727 S 27th St, Milwaukee WI 53215
414-645-7000

Waukesha: 1604 S West Ave, Waukesha WI 53189
262-548-0000

For a FREE quote, email ETE at vf@enginetrans.com

ACCESSIBLE VANS / VEHICLES FOR

SALE!
Are you IOOking for E m

d
a new or use eCom

accessible
van/vehicle near you? Check out http://www.blvd.com/.
The world’s largest selection of wheelchair vans for sale
in one place.
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WELLS STREET ACADEMY IS NOW

ENROLLING!
@MCFISocial

Offering education,
medical care, and
full inclusion

MCFI's Wells Street
Academy is now
accepting children
for the fall school ;

year. A private school, WSA offers children ages 4 to 21
with complex medical needs:

* Nursing care for eight or more hours a day

* A curriculum that integrates instruction and medical
interventions

*  Full classroom inclusion so children can interact with
peers

* Individualized instruction and small classroom sizes,
especially critical as COVID-19 persists

»  Stringent adherence to local, state and federal
guidelines to reduce the risk of transmission of
COVID-19 and other infections. All staff wear N95
masks and appropriate PPE.

Additionally, WSA students have easy access to MCFI’s
medical day program, Pediatric Skilled Nursing (PSN),
located in the same building. PSN, accredited by the
Joint Commission, is the only skilled nursing center in
Wisconsin and provides tracheotomy cares, respiratory
therapies, medication management, and monitoring of
medical conditions.

If you are interested in learning more, please contact
Meghann Redford, principal, at 414-937-3975 or
Meghann.Redford@mcfi.net .

REC ON DECK NEWSLETTER,
REC ROOM CALENDAR,
DISCOUNTED TICKET OFFERS,
WIL-O-WAY PROGRAMMING &
MORE!!!

Get access to the latest Rec on Deck
newsletter, Rec Room Calendar, discounted
ticket offers, Wil-O-Way programming, and
much more recreation information by going to
the OPD Recreation webpage.

MCFI BRAIN HEALTH PROGRAM

OPENS AUGUST 11

LIFE Day program coming late summer!
@MCFISocial

MCFI’s Brain Health program is excited to announce the
re-opening of in-person services Aug. 11!

Be assured that MCFI's response to COVID-19 has
been thorough and stringent, and aligned with
recommendations from local, state and national health
organizations.

To ensure the safety of clients and staff, returning and
new clients will be asked to wear face masks or
coverings, and social distancing practices will be in
place. Upon entering the program at MCFI’'s Bay View
campus, 3333 S. Howell Ave., all clients will have their
temperatures taken and complete a wellness check.

Clients will enjoy the same activities they have in the
past, including art activities, music therapy, exercise and
mindfulness experiences!

While so many are eager to return, we know some are
reluctant right now to fully engage with others because
of concerns over COVID.

For that reason, MCFI created remote programming to
keep clients engaged and active and is ideal for existing
and new clients who have underlying health conditions
or prefer to participate in the program at their home.

LIFE Services day programs for people with
developmental disabilities is expected to resume in late
summer.

For more specific information about in-person and
remote programs, please contact LIFE/Brain Health
Director Kalli Reinheimer, kalli.reinheimer@mcfi.net .

MCFI’s mission is to partner with people of all abilities to
advance their total health. To learn more about MCFI's
80-year legacy of innovation, please visit www.mcfi.net.

ADA INFORMATION ON YOUR
SMARTPHONE!

Would you like easy access to the
Americans with Disabilities Act
Accessibility Guidelines, or ADA
Resources, or ADA Checklists, or ADA
Enforcement Agencies? If you said yes,
you can get all that & more by
bookmarking our website on your
smartphone.
https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/Office-
for-Persons-with-Disabilities/ADA

SAiligficans withDisabilities
Act

=
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REPORT AN ACCESSIBILITY ISSUE

The Office for Persons with Disabilities
(OPD) has an on-line form where you
can submit a report of an accessibility
issue within Milwaukee County
government (buildings, grounds,
employment, etc.). You can submit a
report by going to the OPD ADA

webpage.

SAIL AWAY 202017 CANCELED!
@MCSCSaliling "

The Summer Sailing 2020
program HAS BEEN
CANCELED for this summer.
For questions please call Tim
at 414-278-3930 or email
timothy.ochnikowski@milwau
keecountywi.gov .

HAPPENING AT THE ZOOQO!

MilwaukeeCoZoo
@ Milacvaukee

ALL special events at the County
Milwaukee County Zoo are
CANCELED through the end of
August. Please visit the Zoo’s
special events website for more

information.

MILWAUKEE COUNTY HAS JOB

OPENINGS
@MKECountyDHR SVIVE
Ay,

Would you like to work for Milwaukee
County? The County is always looking
for good people for the open positions.
Click on the link below to see the list of
current openings.

Current Openings
DECA Program

MILWAUKEE COUNTY ON SOCIAL
MEDIA!  #OneCountyMKE

Follow your Milwaukee County government on
Social Media (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube,
Instagram, Flickr, Pinterest, Linkedin). Get the
lists here.

FREE IEP & SPECIAL EDUCATION
WEBINARS .

@wifacets

WI FACETS offers several workshops
for families of children with disabilities
and those who support them. You can
access these trainings from any
location using your smart phone, laptop, or landline.
Pre-registration is required. Sign up online at
www.wifacets.org/events, or call 877-374-0511.
*Requests for reasonable accommodations are needed
2 weeks prior the training.

WIFACETS

BLACK- webinars

BLUE T in person trainings
RED-telephone workshops

PURPLE — mini webinars (30 minutes)

8/12  Early Childhood Special Education Inclusive
Practices & Related Services, 12-1 pm

8/19  Wisconsin Promising Practices and Resources,
12-1 pm

POPULAR WEBINAR RECORDINGS:
Special Education Discipline Requirements

Understanding & Managing Challenging Behaviors in
Young Children

MILWAUKEE COUNTY ZOO APP
@MilwaukeeCoZoo

Did you know that the Milwaukee County County "
Zoo has an official phone app? The app

will help you plan your visit, make the

best use of your time and navigate

through the 190-acre grounds. It's
available at the Google Play store and on iTunes.

OPD OFFICE IS CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE!

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the
Milwaukee County Office for
Persons with Disabilities (OPD)
office in the Milwaukee County
Courthouse (901 N. 9th Street,
Milwaukee) is CLOSED until further
notice. PLEASE NOTE: The OPD staff are working
remotely and can be reached using the same phone
numbers and email addresses as always. The
mailing address remains the same.
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